Captain Stcphcn Smith
born: 15 Dec 1788 Dartmouth Massachusetts, died: 18 Nov 1855 San
Francisco California, marriedi: Eleanor 1810 Baltimore Marglan&, children:
Elvira 1810, S’cephen Henry 1816, Ellen 1819, Giles 1832, married2: Manuela
Torres 1843 (she was born: 1828 Peru, died: 1871 San Francisco California,
children: StePhen Manuel 1843, Manuelita 1848, Juana 1848, James 1852,
Ruth 1860) William 1843 w/ Tsupu

Tsupu ~ Maria Chekka
born: 1815 Petaluma, Sonoma County California, died: 1890 Bodega Bay,
Sonoma County California, married: Tomas Comtechal, Fort Ross, Sonoma
County California, partner: Captain Stephen Smith, Bodega Bay, Sonoma
County California, children: Carmel Higuera 1835, Tomas 1838, Manuel 1845,
Lupu 1845, (William 184 with Captain Stephen Smith)

Carmel Higuera Comtechal (daug]-ﬂ:cr of Tomas Comtechal)
born: 18%% Fort Ross, Sonoma Coun’c9 CaliFomia, died: 13 SCP 189% Nicasio
California, buried: Miwok Cemetery, Tomales Bay California, married:
Joseph DeMelia, Bodega Bay, California, children: Francesca 185%,
Teresa 1860, Anita 1861, Loretta 1852, Carmel 1863, Rosanna 1867, Mary 1869,

Dominic 1871, Joscph 1875

Tomas Comtechal Smith (son of Tomas Comtechal)
born: 18 APr 1858 Fort Ross, Sonoma County California, died: 27 Jul 1934
Bodega Bay, Sonoma County California, buried: The Cemetery on Heron
Hill, E)odega Bay, Sonoma Count California, marriedl: Sa Harvey,
children: Celestina 1869, Carrie 1871, married2: Emilg Stewart (daughter:
Reinette 1881), married: Rosie Sheard Jarvis, children: Robert 1880, Mary
1882, Laura 1886, Fred 1893

William Smith (son of Stcphcn Smith)
born: 1843 Bodega, Sonoma County California, died: 9 Nov 1936 Bodega,
Caligomia, buried: Sebastopol Memorial Lawn, SCbastoPol Calhcornia,
married: Rosalie Charles 187fboclcga California, children: SePariano 1875,
Stephen 1877, Angelo 1879, Sarah 1881, Margaret 1883, william 1889, Eli 1891,
Rosalie 1893, Edward 1895, Aileen 1898, Ernest 1900

Comtechal Manuel (son of Tomas Comtechal)
born: 1845 Bay, Bodega Townshil:), Sonoma County California, died:

Sonoma California

Emmanuel Lupu Comtechal (son of Tomas Comtechal)
born: 1845 Bay, Bodega Townshil:), Sonoma County California, died:

Sonoma California
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Tsupu

born: 1815 Petaluma, Sonoma County California, died: 1890 Bodega Bay,

Sonoma County California, married: Tomas Comtechal, Fort Ross, Sonoma

County California, partner: Captain Stephen Smith, Bodega Bay, Sonoma

County California, children: Carmel Higuera 1835, Tomas 1838, Manuel 1845,
Lupu 1845 (William 1843 with Captain Stephen Smith)

| |
Carmel Higuera Comtechal Tomas Comtechal Smith
born: 18%% Fort Ross, Sonoma Countg born: 18 APr 1838 Fort Ross, Sonoma
California, died: 13 SCP 1895 Nicasio | County California, died: 27 Jul
California, buried: Miwok Cemetery, | 1934 Bodega Bay, Sonoma County
Tomales Bay California, marriegl: California, buried: The Cemetery
Joseph DeMelia) Bodega Bag, on Heron Hi”, Bodega Bag, Sonoma
California (born: 8 Oct 1833 Candela, County California, married!: 58”3
Foggia ltalg, died: Marin County | Harvey, children: Celestina 1869,
Ca%%ornia) children: Francesca 1853, | Carrie 1871, married2: Emilg Stewart
Teresa 1860, Anita 1861, Loretta 1852, (daughter: Reinette 1881), married?:
Carmel 1863, Rosanna 1867, Mary 1869, | Rosie Sheard, children: Robert 1880,

Dominic 1871, Joseph 1875 Mary 1882, Laura 1886, Fred 1893
| |
Comtechal Manuel Emmanuel Lugu Comtechal
born: 1845 1539, E)odeéa Townshil:), born: 1845 Bag, ode?a Township,
Sonoma  County California, died: | Sonoma County California, died:
Sonoma California Sonoma California
Captain Stephen Smith

born: 15 Dec 1788 Dartmouth Massachusetts, died: 18 Nov 1855 San Francisco
Calhcomia, marriedl: Eleanor 1810 Baltimore Marglancl, children: Elvira 1810,
Steplﬁen Henr9 1816, Ellen 1819, Giles 18352, married2: Manuela Torres 1843 (shc
was born: 1828 Peru, died: 1871 San Francisco Calhcomia, children: Steplﬁen
Manuel 1843, Manuelita 1848, Juana 1848, James 1852, Ruth 1860)
william 1843 w/ Tsupu

william smith
born: 1843 Bode a, Sonoma County California, died: 9 Nov 1936 L’)odega)
Calhcornia,burie . Sebasto olMemorialLawn,SCBas’coPolCaliFomia,marricd:
Rosalie Charles 1876 Boclega California, children: SCPariano 1875, Stcplﬂen
1877, Angelo 1879, Sarah 1881, Margaret 1883, William 1889, Eli 1891, Rosalie 1893,
Edward 1895, Aileen 1898, Ernest 1900
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TsuPu - Maria Chekka
mother of Tom Smith

Tsupu ~ Maria Chekka, born: 1815 P t )
Petaluma, Sonoma County California, arents
died: 1890 Boclega Bag, Sonoma Count

California, married: Tomas Comtecha?,
Fort Ross, Sonoma County California,
partner: Captain Stepgcn Smith,
Boclega Bay, Sonoma County California,
children: Carmel Higuera 18%%, Tomas TCUPi Yomi
1838, Manuel 1845, Lupu 1845, (William
184%  with Cap’cain Stephen Smith) '\ J
4 N\

Tsutcuk

A BIOGRAPHICAL DICTIONARY

TSUPU (c. 1815-1890), was born near Petaluma, California. Little is known about either
her mother, Tcupi Yomi, a Coast Miwok from the Olum (Bodega) band, or her father,
Tsutcuk, a Coast Miwok from the Petaluma band. Nor is much known about the seven
brothers and sisters she is reputed to have had. Tsupu survived both the Spanish and
the Mexican invasions of Coast Miwok territory, and single-handedly passed her
knowledge of Coast Miwok language and culture to her children, particularly to her sons,
Tom and Bill Smith, and their families.

Tsupu spoke both Olum and Kashaya Pomo. Undoubtedly, she knew other Coast
Miwok languages as well. She first married Tintic (Tomas Comtechal, or Kom-sha-tal), a
Kashaya Pomo from Fort Ross. They had four children. Their son Thomas Comtechal
(later called Tom Smith) was the last prominent Coast Miwok doctor and spiritual
leader. Later, Tsupu moved to Bodega Bay, where she became maid/mistress of Captain
Steven Smith, a Quaker settler from Massachusetts who had a Peruvian wife. Smith
claimed a large tract of Bodega Miwok land as his own. With Smith, Tsupu had a son,
Bill, who established an important and prosperous fishing business with his sons at
Bodega Bay.

Tsupu’s survival and tenacious memory assured the survival of both a people and
their culture. Her granddaughter, Sarah Smith Ballard, who died in the early 1970s at
nearly one hundred years of age, was the last fluent speaker of Olum. Sara, in turn,
passed much of her knowledge to her grandson, David Peri, a Coast Miwok tribal
scholar and professor of anthropology at Sonoma State University. Today over one
thousand Indians can trace their ancestry to Tsupu. And because of Tsupu, these
Indians can know something about their Coast Miwok history and culture.

Among Tsupu's descendants are many Indian scholars, including David Per,
professor of anthropology at Sonoma State University; Bill Smith, former professor and
director of American Indian Studies at Sonoma State University; Kathleen Smith, artist,
writer, and tribal scholar; and Greg Sarris, professor of English at University of
California, Los Angeles.

.
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Tsupu (Maria Chekka)

BIRTH 1815 - Petaluma, California
DEATH 1890 - Bodega Bay, California, USA
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The Last Woman From Petaluma
Greg Sarris, September 29, 2016

Her Indian name, or at least one of her Indian names, the onlg one any of us
know, was Tsupu. She was m great~great-grandxcather’s mother, or my great-
great-great grandmother, and, again as far as any of us know, the last native of
Petaluma, not the city we know todag, but the ancient Coast Miwok Village of the
same name.

Certainlg, she was the last to pass down any memory of the place. She was c]uite
young, Perhaps gourteen, when she lepc, beginning what wouEﬂ become a chaotic,
who”g increcliblejoumc to find and keep a home in and about Sonoma County.
Though the vi”age was aganclone& once andforall afterthe 1858 smallpox ePidemic
claimed its remaining citizens and though American farmers demolished its Iarge
mic]clen, using the centuries-old re?uge of decomposec} shells for Fertilizer,
eraclicating any trace of the vi“age, TsuPu never Forgot it. The last time she visited
she was com lgtelg blind, yet no&cling with her chin to an empty hillside, she said
“there)” as if she could see Petaluma Plain as dag, tule huts and fire smoke.

The Village was atoP a low hill) east of the Petaluma River, located about three
and a half miles northeast of the Present citg of Petaluma. Petaluma in Coast
Miwok means “Sloping riclge,” and) as was often the custom, was no doubt named
after that distinct feature of the landscape associated with its location. C. Hart
Merriam, a naturalist interested in the Indians of California, wrote in I907t]1at “the
name Petaluma appears to have come from the Kanamara Pomo (South Pomo) on
the north,” bu’c, as Iinguist Catherine A. Ca”ag]*:an Points out, Petaluma is clear19
a Coast Miwok word. Petaluma: slope riclge.

There was never a tribe or nation known as Coast Miwok; the aboriginal eople
of Petaluma never referred to themselves as such. Linguists and anthropolzgis’cs,
classhcgin California natives at the turn of the twentieth century bg langua e
?amilies, iientiﬁed the dozen or more distinct aboriginal nations ranging from the
southern Santa Rosa Plain to the northern tiP of the San Francisco Bag as “Coast
Miwok” speakers, as op osed to “Pomo” sPcakcrs to the north and “Wappo”
speakers to the east. While variations in the languagcs of the Pomo~speal<ing
nations were in some cases so great, different nations could not understand one
ano’cher, such was not the case with Coast Miwok speakcrs, where variations
consisted mostlg inaccent, as between British Englislﬂ and American English, and
never more diverse than Old English and Modern English, a”owing Coast Miwok
nations to communicate Freelg with one another.
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Petaluma, a thriving community of at least 500 individuals, was a major vi”age
of the Lekatuit Nation, whose territory included Petaluma Va”eg and extended
north and west to Potaawayowa, or Chalk Grouncl) another large Lekatuit Vi”age,
once located near the Present town of Freestone. Lekatuit, which means “cross-
ways willow” in Coast Miwok, was also the name of a village located just a half mile
north of the Present town of Petaluma, actua”g closer t%an the aboriginal Vi”age
of the same name.

The Petaluma Valleg region was Prized for its enormous herds of deer and elk as
well as for its productive groves of Va”eg oak and black oak. Coast Miwok elder
Maria Copa (A:om Nicasio) told anthropologist Isabel Ke“g in 1932 that “deer and
elk used to be Plenthcul in the va”eg this side of Petaluma [present Citg] -~ just
like cattle there [and that] Nicasio People got acorns from the Petaluma Va“eg.”
Ducks and geese flew up from the Petaluma River and its tributaries so thick
as to obliterate the sun E)r an hour at a time, and seasonal swarms of monarch
butterflies Passing through the Petaluma Va”eg a mile wide, several miles long,
forced the Lekatuit there to take repuge for sometimes a full &ag. Petaluma, the
ancient villa e, was situated along a major trade route that stretched south and
west througﬁ other Coast Miwok vi”ages, and north into Pomo territory and east
into WaPPo and Wintun territories -~ the region’s abundant deer and elk and
acorn supplg Positioned its People well to trade for what they needed from other

laces... And Petaluma was considered a sacred place: On a?ow hill opposite the
El” on which the Vi”age was located, Coyote, tEat sometimes foolish Creator-
Figure for most California Indian tribes, had his conversation with Chicken Hawk
about creating human beings. Again, Maria Copa said, “It was at wotoke, a Place
near Petaluma, that Coyote and walinapi [Chicken Hawk] talked first. Coyote
was living on a rock on top of that hill.»

Tom Smith, my reat~great~grand1cather, told 1sabel Ke”g that his mother “was
half Petaluma, ‘Eahc Tomales, half Bodega.” Despite Tom Smith’s Problematic
math and the fact that no information can be found in mission or church records
regar&ing Tsupu’s Parents) or, for that matter, for Tsupu, one can surmise that
it was Tsupu’s father who was from Petaluma) since the custom held that after
marriage womenjoined the husband’s Family. Tsupu later settled in Egekotca, or
Fruit House, a Post—ﬁuropean contact makeshift Vi”age in Coleman Va”eg, inthe
heart of Bodega Miwok, or Olamentke, territory, where her mother, Tom Smith’s
grandmotlﬂer, and his uncles had houses and where Tom Smith was born and grew
up. Tsu[:)u’s mother more than lil(clg came from Olamentke Nation then, though
from which Vi”age remains unknown.
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Tsulau is the Coast Miwok word for “wild cucumber.” A Poultice can be made from
Plant’sjuices as an antidote for boils, and the word was sometimes used for “boils”
then again for “a cure for boils.” Coast Miwok People had many nic‘mames; whether
or not Tsupu was a nickname or a proper name isn’t clear. At some Point, she was
baptizecl Maria, and even later was referred to as Maria Chekka, or Cheka, suggesting
Russian inﬂuence, and Maria Chica, suggestingSPanish or Mexican inﬂuence.ﬁe was
also known both as Miss Comtechal and Miss Smith. Ultimatel , she had six children
and scores of grandchildren and great~granclc]1ildren) and Per%walas the many families
had as many ifferent names for her. In my {:amilg, she was called “Little Grandma.”
Perruaps she was c]uite small, shrunken in age, and remembered that way, or magbe
she had alwags been a Petite woman.

The relative who told me what little was left in the Familg about Tsupu) was my father’s
cousin and lived her entire life in East Los Angeles, sPeciﬁca“9 Bogle Hei rnts, where
both she and my father were born after their mothers escapecl Sherman lni’an School
in the 1920’%. “Grandma used to talk a little bit about ‘Little Grandma,”” M father’s
cousin said, closing her eyes as if to drown out the noisy street begoncl er front
door and Picture a woman she had never seen, her granclmot]ﬁer’s granclmotrxer. It
was a ]‘lOt, uncomfortable afternoon in 1987, twen’cg years ago, and I wanted to g0 as
far back and learn as much about my famil historg as Possi le. “Grandma was young
when she [Little Grandma] cliecl,” Mg father’s cousin added. Then all at once she
opened her eyes, lookingabout the room surl:)risecl, as if she had awakened suddenlg
and found herself back in the old days of Petaluma. She said that when Tsul:)u died
she was wearing her finest clothes, a%andmade late nineteenth centurg black dress
with a bustle and fitted bodice, and a silk mantilla from the Mexican California Period
that covered her face and reached to the ground, as if she had dressed for her own
funeral. Regardless of whether or not Tsupu was always a small woman, she must
have been attractive, even beautiful. She would win the Eear’c of E)odega E)ag’s most
imPortant citizen.

When Tsupu was born, bg any estimate about 1820, the Vi“age of Petaluma was in
crisis. At least a third of its citizens had died within the last ten years of EuroPean
diseases — sma”Pox, Pneumonia, sy hilis — to which the natives had no resistance;
and the great herds of deer and e||<, rightened bﬂ blasts from SPanish muskets, were
scattering, migrating north, rePIaced mission livestock — cattle, horses, sheep
— which spread Foreign seed in dung, giving rise to oatfrass, among other invasive
species, which suPPlanted the native bunch grasses an seclges. The Lekatuit, like
other California aboriginal nations, had an intimate relationship with their environment,
s eciﬁca“g a seasona% schedule of harvesting, Pruning controlled burning and the
liEe, from which a Particular and sustainable ecologg had evolved over 5,000 years
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or more. With fewer individuals to tend the lanclscape, or iarden) as we liked to call
it, and with a major clisruption of native animal and Plant habitats, the Va“eg began to
appear “wild.”

Coast Miwok show up on mission records as earlg as 1786, and in great numbers from
1795 to 1803, but these individuals were largelg from southern nations — Huimen,
Gualen, and Aguasto. The Spanislﬁ made their first incursions into the Petaluma Va”ey)
looking in earnest for Indian recruits for Mission Dolores, in 1814, the year “Petalumas”
first appear on mission records. Yet, relativelg few “Petalumas” were baptized in the
mission; and, later, few “Petalumas” resided in Mission San Rafael established in 1817,
after Spanish soldiers had Pushecl much further north into southern Pomo territory.
The LeEatuit, like their southern Pomo nei Iﬂbors, were known among the Spar\ish
as “rebellious.” No doubt word of mouth from the southern Coast Miwok nations
regarding the mistreatment of Indians in the missions impedecl the soldiers’ attempts
to coerce the Lekatuit and southern Pomo from their Villages‘

The Lekatuit villagers of Petaluma s‘cruggled to maintain traditional lhceways. TsuPu
would be schoole bg grandparents, aswas the custom, sPcciﬁcallg her granclmotlﬁen
in this case her fathers mother, who was born and came of age in Petaluma before
European contact, or at least before European contact created signiﬁcant clﬁange
and stress inthe \/i”agc‘ She learned basket weaving, when and where to gather seclge,
bulrush, and willow for baskets; she learned when and where to gather acorns, various
seeds for Pinole, Pinenuts, roots, clovers, over two hundred herbs; she learned how
to construct a tule kotca, or house; and how to make women’s skirts from tule and sew
rabbit skins for blankets. She listened to stories: She learned to read the landscape)
know its songs, the powers associated with mountains, rocks, streams, an owl or
raven’s ca”, c%ouds and Fog‘, angles of the sun and moon, and, in the nighttime st)
that shiFting map of stars.

Petaluma, like most other Coast Miwok vi”ages, was governc& bg a nonhereditarg
heaclman, known as the hoipu, and at least two female Ieaders, or hcadwomen, the
most Powcrgul known as the maien, who, as Tom Smith told I1sabel Ke”g, “bosses
everyone, even hoipu.” Anyone, but usua”g a father, could nominate a young man
for the Position of hoipu, Eut a committee of four older women not onlg chose the
candidate but was resPonsible for training him in the art of Ieadership as well, further
i”us’crating the Primacg of women in Coast Miwok government. And because Phgsical
warfare was considered the lowest form of power, d%amonstratingonlg thatanindividual
Possessed no secret spiritual powers to draw upon and therefore could be assaulted
without fear of spiri’cual retribution, referred to as “Poisoning” and because women
were considered to have an abundance of spiritual powers, usua”y more than men,
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rape was unheard of. And while men usuallg hunted imPortant ceremonial birds --
woodpeckers, mallard ducks, ravens, condors -- it was the women who made the
elaboratelg clesignecl ceremonial capes, skirts, and headdresses with the feathers.

Petaluma had two rimarg subdivisions, or moieties, within the villa e, known as “Land”
and “Water,” whicliu correlated with) and hence connected the vi%agers to, the same
two moieties in other Lekatuit vi”ages and Coast Miwok nations. The moieties helpecl
maintain cohesion between nations and were important when selecting a marriage

artner. After her first menses, when she would have been Put in a bed of warm sand
Eor five days, TsuPu was tattooed with sli ]‘lt) zigzaggin lines ex‘cending from each
corner of her mouth to below her Cl‘liﬂ, infcating not only her Vi”age and nation but
also her moiety. TsuPu, whether a proper name gi\/en 50 dags after her birth or a
nickname, is a Land name; after her first menses, she would have been gjven another
Land name, albeit a secret name, Perhaps selected and thus known only bg members
of a special women’s society.

Empowerecl individuals, Petaluma women were clever and resourceful, and Tsupu must
have watched as her granclmotlﬁer art{:ully negotiated traditional culture and values
amidst SPanish clisruption. But neither would escape unscathed the next, and more
violent, wave of immigrants.

Missions San Rafael and Solano (in Sonoma) were secularized bg the Mexican
government in 1854, and Mexican General Mariano Va”ejo had alreaclg established a
militarg base at Mission Solano a year earlier. lmPressecl bﬂ General Va”ejo’s militarg
prowess, and anxious to limit Russian expansion from Fort Ross on the rorth coast,
Governor José Figueroa of Montereg rewarded Va”ejo title to a ten~|eague grant
known as Rancho Petaluma, about 60,000 acres, stretching from Lekatuit territory in
the west to Mission Solano in the east. General Vallejo built his Rancho heaclquarters,
an adobe Fort, on the grasslands in eastern Lekatuit territorg.

The Mexicans established an elaborate slave trade, buging and se”ing Native men and
bogs onRanchos, often as far away as Mexico. And Mexican soldiers weren’t different
from their SPanish Prcdecessors, who, as historian Alan Rosenus notes in General
Va”ejo And The Advent Of The Americas, “assumed that the exploitation of Indian
women was a right of conquest.” Sometime in the first dags of the Rancho, whether
close to its adobe walls or closer to the village of Petaluma, a soldier, or soldiers,
found a ounggirl about fourteen, not a neopﬁgte from the missions in clirty clothing
looking E’or food and work, but a native, bare breasted in a tule skirt, barefoot, and
theg hauled her into the fort. What happcnc& there no one |<nows, nor how long —
dags, weeks — she staged. She escaped, kept an eye open for the unlatched door
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or sleepin guarcl, and began a fifty mile trek north to Fort Ross, Porhaps seeing her
Vi”ago as sie Passocl in the dark o night, her last memory of Petaluma then a Placo of
shadows.

Tsulou’sjoumeg) whether alone or with other escafoos) had to have been difficult.
More than likelg she traveled west from the Rancho fort to the coast, Fo”owinga route
she had used many times with other Petaluma vi”agers to trade with Olamentke Vi”agors
for Washington clam shells (usod as currency when ground into dime-sized discs) and
to fish and gather seaweed. Ancl, again, TsuPu’s mot%wer had come from an Olamentke
villa e, anfTsuPu therefore must have had relatives within the coastal vi”ages. But
thoimcl was rife with Mexican soldiers, besides those who may have Pursuocl Tsupu,
as well as with oarlg Americans, who could surolg take aclvantago of a fourteen year
old Indian girl defenseless in the brush. Juana Bautista, Maria CoPa’s mother and
the last maien of the Nicasio villa e, told of being so frishtened once at the sound of
aPProaching horses that she lag face downina ﬁ creek bed and didrt look up, even
as she was loaded onto a wagon bed, until she was back at Nicasio several hours later
and realized it was her relatives who had Picked her up.

After TsuPu forded the Russian River and found herself in Kas]‘naga Pomo territory,
Fo”owing the coastline north toward Fort Ross, the lanclscape would become
incroasinglg unfamiliar to her. If roving Mexican soldiers and a foreign landscape made
thejourney clangerous, then so too the animals, Particular|9 grizz bears, which like
other Powemcul creatures on the lan&) no longer enjo ed age ol agreements with
humans regarding shared habitats) and, thus fsrupte and hostile, Posecl a serious
threat to unarmed Passersbg.

In 1854, Fort Ross was a well-established se’c’clement, the Russian’s southernmost
outpost of a colonial eml:)irc that reached from the Siberian Pcninsula. The colony’s
census indicates nearlg a hundred Native women, mostlg Kashaga Pomo and Coast
Miwok (From Bodega and Jenner), and rela’civelg few Native men, residing at the Fort
then. Some of the Native men may have been on boats, scanning the coastline for
sea otters with the Aleut hunters, who had accompanied the Russian hunters and
soldiers to Fort Ross from Alaska. But, more than likelg, the greater number of Native
women at Fort Ross had to do with its economy. Native women tended the colong’s
wheat fields and orchards and served as domestics, cooking and washing clothes
for its nearlg all male Foreign Population. Kashaga Pomo and Coast Miwok women
were often concubines, if not regular wives, even as they maintained relationships,
sometimes tenuouslg, with their Native husbands, whose usefulness around the Fort
was largclg limited to seasonal hunting and ﬁshing, and who, as a result, remained at
their respective indigenous vi”ages, qui’ce often raisingthc mixed-blood children born
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atthe colong. Indians trapped on Mexican ranchos considered Fort Ross a sanctuary.
The Russians, for Political reasons, armed the Natives against the Mexicans; and whi?e
the Russians expec’cecl the Natives to work long hours) theg usuallg did not mistreat
them as the Mexicans had, and the Russians, members of the Orthodox Church,
weren’t interested in converting the Natives, leaving them to their incligenous religious
Practices.

Because many Native women at Fort Ross were Olamentke, TsuPu no doubt found
relatives when she arrived, certainlg women who spoke her language. Apparentlg, she
learned the ropes at the colon9 rather quicklg‘ SEe not onlg assumed duties such as
ardening, waslﬁing clo‘cl‘:c:sJ tanning Iﬁicles) and making tallow for s0ap and candles,
Eut also ?ound a non-resident Native husband with whom she establishecl) as it would
turn out, a lasting relationship‘ His name was Comteclﬁal, a Russian name, Perhaps
a Russian Pronunciation of an Indian word or name. He was of mixed parentage: His
mother was Olamentke, origina”g from Tokau, a vi”age onthe east side of the Bodega
Peninsula, and his father was “Creole,” a Russian term for mixed-blood Natives, in this
case a man whose mother was Kashaga Pomo and father half Russian, half Aleut.
Even before the Russians abandoned the colong in 1842, TsuPu had left the Fort and
settled with Comtechal at E e-kotca, or Fruit House, the makeshift vi”age north of
Bodega Bay in Coleman Vaﬁe , where they lived with Comtechal’s mother and two
brotlﬂers, and where the last of their three cﬁildren, Tomas Comtechal, my reat-great
grandﬁather, was born in 1858, hardlg four years after Tsupu had left Petaluma.

When the Russians abandoned Fort Ross, after deple’cing the sea otter Population
upon which the colong was depen&ent for Pelt trade with China, the Natives were left
prey to marauding bands of Mexicans and earlg American settlers looking for Indian
slaves. This was a most horrific Period; Indians unable to seek protection on Mexican
ranches or as Propert of American squatters who “owned” the Indians in exchange
for their labor} risked bein caPturej and sold. Comtechal’s mothers Familg had
settled at Egeko’cca, Proba ly because of its remote location tucked in the rugeed
coastal hills and surrounded Y gigantic redwoods. But even Egekotca must have
been threatened as more and more Foreigners Poured into the regjon.

F:ar!9 in 1844, Stcphen Smith, an American sea caPtain from Boston, arrived in Bodega
Bay with a 55,787 acre land grant from the Mexican government. He also had with him
his fifteen year old Peruvian wife, necessary as Mexican law stiPulated an American
must have “a SPanish sPouse” in order to obtain a land grant. Alread9 nearlg sixty
years old, Captain Smith wasted no time establishing a successful business, if not an
emPire. In 1846 he was aPPointcd the “civil magjstrate” for the regjon bg the Mexican

government; the same year he built in the town of E)oc]ega a sawmill operatcd 139 the
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first steam-engjne in Calhcomia, and he survived the Bear Flag revolt a couple oFgears
Iater, retaining ownership of his sawmill and a Iarge Por‘cion o%his vast acreage. At one

oint during the revolt, Americans reportec”g took some of his horses (whiclﬁ theg
Eater returnecb, and many Indians who had sought refuge under him fled. But not the

oung Indian woman from Pcz‘calumaJ she didn’t leave. The Americans wouldn’t touch
Ecr. No sooner bother her than bother Captain Smith’s whce, everyone knew that.
Tsupu wasn’t mere Propertg, a concubine. She was the mother of his only children
and he loved her.

How Tsupu and CaPtain Stephen Smith met no one knows. Captain Smith was rumored
to be a good man, kind to the lnclians; moreover, he emploge them on his rancho and
in his miﬁ, thus agordingthem both a living and Protection from slave traders. Perhaps
Tsupu, after a trek from E e~kotca, showed up outside his %jate looking for work one
moming,Joining the line of Indians that showed up outside his gate looking for work
every morning, and Captain Smit]‘n, needinga housekeeper, Pickecl her out of the fine,
Perhaps with a couple of other Indian women, and then he took notice of her skill with
an iron and broom, which she had honed at Fort Ross, and seeing her thus, then saw
her actual beauty, magbe heard the sound of her voice or discovered the way she
movecl, whatever might Fancg a man, and then he couldnt help himself. Or maybe he
saw herjust once, Passingon aroad ortrail, and thatwas it, his composure undermined
then and there. Whatever the case, itwasn’t long before she was a Permanent resident
on his rancho, not in any makeshift Indian village or work camp, but less than two
hundred feet from his house in his three~storgiam, wherein he had fashioned for
her an eight room home, with a kitchen, bedrooms, formal dining room and Par!or -
all on oﬁshed redwood slab floors. She continued to work, albeit as a supervisor of
houseEeePers and gardeners. which may have been what prompted the other Indians
to begin reFerring to her as maien. After she had children Eom Eim, three all together,
he insisted she keep regular hclp in her home and a ninth room, a servant’s quarters,
was added in the barn.

The first Piece of legislation that California enacted after it became a state in 1850
was the Act for Government and Protection of Indians, which stiPula’ced that Indians
became the rightmcul property of whose land theg resided on, essentia”g legalizing
Indian slaverg (the law was eventua”g rePealed in1868).” Captain Smith’s lnclians, most
of whom were Olamentke and those like TsuPu who had fled north from other Coast
Miwok nations, were safe, Particularlg under the watchful eye not of the Captain but
of his mistress. Tsupu’s first three children remained at E;ge'kotca with their father,
Comtechal. Yet each of those chilclren, no doubt for purposes of saFetg, adol:)ted the
name Smith, hence my great-great grand?ather, Tomas Comtechal, became Thomas,

,

or Tom, Smith. Local In 1ans, when approached bg American settlers, learned to say

‘IZ-'»uPu ~12



“Smith)” guaranteeing their freedom. 159 the time Steplﬁen Smith died in 1855, TsuPu
had secured such a Position ofinfluence throughout the regjon that Americans, seeing
her approaclﬁ in horse and bugey, tip ed their hats in respect, often conFusir\g her
for his actual wi{:c, who rarelg E:%gthe Eouse. And Tsupu’s power didnt wane, Partlg
because she had established a goocl relationship with Captain Smith’s widow, who
obviouslg knew of her husband’s liaisonJ seeing the mixed-blood children about the
Place, and Per]ﬁaps, rather thanjealousJ had been relieved bg his affections for the
Indian woman. Before she left the rancho about 1870, moving to San Francisco where
she would spend the rest of her life, Captain Smith’s widow made Provisions for Tsupu
and her Familg to reside on her late husband’s ropertg and deeded a two acre PE)t
overlooking Boclega Bay to the “Smith Familg” Eor a cemetery.

Did Tsupu love Captain Smith? The nature of their relationship is no more known
than is the manner in which tlﬁeg came together in the first Place. While Tsupu became
acc]uaintecl with and Probablg wore Western clothing at Fort Ross, she learned
elements of fashion when she became involved with Captain Smith, adePt to the extent
that in hats and 5howg frocks she a Pearecl cqual to her status as mistress of the
most influential man in Boclega. She Eecame Proﬁcient in SPanish and English, and
alrcaclg she spoke Russian. But she never ?orgot her Coast Miwok ways. She wove
baskets with esigns distinctive of her Petaluma vi”age and Lekatuit nation; in the hills
and gu”ies, she cut willow branches, and, along the creeks, found sedge roots which
she split with her teeth into long, fine strands, necessary for the watertight baskets
that fewer and fewer Coast Miwok women could weave. She harvested acorns each
fall from under the coastal tan oaks; even late in her lhce, she was seen often with a
stone Pestle Pounding acorns into fine meal in a stone mortar or leaching the meal
with water over a circular bed of coarse sand. And she never stoPPed re’cuming to
i e‘kotca, not only to see her children therc, but also Comtechal. Eventuaug) the
viﬁage of Egekotca was abandoned. Comtechal moved to Tawalcpuluk, or Shoulder
bone ond, the location of an ancient Olamentke summer village about three-quarters
of a mile north of Bodega Bay. Not long after CaPtain Smit%’s widow moved to San
Francisco, Tsupujoine Comtechal at Tawak-puluk, in a one room cabin, and she
would remain there for almost thir’cﬂ years, unti he died, two weeks before she died.

Tom Smith became the last Coast Miwok medicine man, and heis rePuted tohave caused
the 1906 earthquake in a contest of power with another medicine man, Big Jose, from
the Kashaga Pomo Nation. William Smith, the youngest child of TsuPu and Captain
Stephcn Smith, built a Iarge house at Bodega E)ag, where his sons cstablishecrand
oPerated alucrative ﬁshing business for man years. Todag over 500 individuals trace
their ancestry to Tsupu, about the same number of Lekatuit |iving in the ancient village
of Petaluma at the time of European contact. Another Familg cousin, Kathleen Smi{i)
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a talented artist and descendant of William Smith, demonstrates acorn Preparation
in Bay Area schools and Parks, Pounciing and leaclﬁing acorns as her great-great
gran mother once had with her granclmother along the Petaluma River a hundred
and sevent9~ﬁve years ago.

Tsupu must’ve talked about the ancient vi”agc: She must’ve talked about the oak
trees and the deer and elk there; magbe she talked about her {:amilg, People she
‘mew; and magbe she told Cogote stories her granclmother told her. What eople
remember her saging, what she talked aboutforthe Iongest time, was the concEJrs, or
rather the absence of them. She Probably didr’t return to the Petaluma Va”eg until
the 1870’s, Iong enoug]ﬁ after the Act for Government and Protection of Indians was
repealed and she could travel sa{:elg where she wasn’t known, bcgond the confines
OFPCaPtain Smith’s rancho. By then the Petaluma regjon had changecl raclica”g: The
immense redwood forests on the western hills were gone (Captain Smith clear-cut
hills ‘c]ﬁrouglﬁout Boclcga and as far south as Petaluma), most of the oak groves
were gone, what few elk remained in Sonoma County now inhabited an area around
the Laguna de santa Rosa, startled waterfowl didn’t obscure the sun, there were
farms and a town. Condors, those remarkable creatures with wing spans of up to
14 Feet, whose feathers the Lekatuit used for ceremonial capes and aprons, were
last seen in Coast Miwok territory in 1847, when citizens of Fairfax observed “more
than a dozen.” In 1860, in nearbg Contra Costa County, “a bird with a wing span
of thirteen and a half feet was sPotted.” Certainlg, Tsul:)u would have noticed the
absence of condors before. But even as her wagon reached the western eclgc of
Petaluma Va”cg, she mentioned the condors, as fshe hadr’t until then noticed the
emptg skg. “How are the Peoplc going to dance without feathers?” she asked.

Did she mentionthe condors onher lasttri[:) to Petaluma, when my greatgrandmother
sat next to her on the wagon? Could she tell as much even though she was blind?
Even blind, she knew the route we”; Perhaps she had made several triPs back to
Petaluma bg then. She died less than a year after that last trip. My fathers cousin
who told me about Tsupu, told me that she was barefoot, sitting in a chair next to
Comtechal’s em tg Pal et, before she died. I see her like that, the last woman of
Petaluma, bare{got, in a black dress, a ﬂoor~length mantilla alreadg covering her
Face, sitting certain of the on|9 thing besides her commitment to her children and
Comtechal that she wouldrn’t have to second guess. but my father’s cousin would
tell me she was certain of something else. On that last trip, after she nodded with
her chin to the location of her village, the Familg turned the wagon around and then
stopped in the town, before heaing west back to Bodega. “We’re in Petaluma,”
someone informed her. She became indignant. “No,” she corrected, “we left it back
there.”
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Carmel Higu

era Comtechal

c]aughter of Tomas ‘Tintic’ Comtechal & Maria ‘Tsupu’ Checka

Carmel Higuera Comtechal, born: 18%3
Fort Ross, Sonoma County California,
died: 13 Sep 1895 Nicasio California,
buried: Miwok Cemetery, Tomales Bay
California, married: Josel:)h DeMelia,
bodega Bay, California,  children:
Francesca 1853, Teresa 1860, Anita 1861,
Loretta 1852, Carmel 1863, Rosanna 1867,
Mary 1869, Dominic 1871, Joseph 1875

f Parents A
Tomas "Tintic"
Comtechal
Maria "Tsupu" Cheka

G J

Mary Amelia
in the 1880 United States Federal Census
Carmel Comtechal

Mame: Mary Amelia
Birth Date:  Abt 1830

Birthplace: California

Home in 1880: Nicasio, Marin, California, USA

Race: Indian (Mative American)

Spouse's name: Joseph Amelia
Father's Birthplace: California
Mother's Bithplace: California

Occupation: Keeps House

ouerold Name Age
Joseph Amelia 53
Mary Amelia 50
Casmel Amelia 16
Rose Amelia 14
Mary Amelia 1
\_ Domingo Amelia 8 )

1 Spouse & Children

Joseph Demelia
1827-

Francesca Demelia
1853—

Teresa Demelia
1860~

Anita Demelia
1861—

Loretta Demelia
1862-

Carmel Demelia
1863-1915

Rosanna Carmel

Demelia
1867—

Mary Demelia
1869~

Dominic Melus

Demelia
1871-

Joseph Demelia
1875
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Carmel De Melia

Find A Grave Index

Mame: Carmel De Melia
Birth Date: 1833
Death Date: 13 Sep 1893
Death Flace: Marin County, California,
Cemetery: Miwok Cemetery

Burial or Cremation Reynolds, Marin County,
Place:  California

&+ Marshall

Miwok Cemctcrg \
on Tomales Bay in

chnolcls California °. Marcom

k&

i Marco
Ciond

fa

When Joseph(Giuseppe) Demelia(D'Amelia) was born on October
8, 1833, in Candela, Foggia, Italy, his father, Angelo, was 23 and
his mother, Angiola, was 35. He had nine children with Carmel
Higuera Comtechal and three other children. He had one brother.

Carmel Higuera Comtechal

BIRTH 1833 - California
DEATH 13 SEP 1893 Miwok Cemetery, Reynolds, Marin County California
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Comtechal Manuel
son of Tomas ‘Tintic’ Comtechal & Maria ‘TsuPu’ Checka

g
Peter Jose Manuel

California, Death Index

Peter Jose Manuel
7 Jul 1883
California

3 Nov 1958
Sonoma

Name:

Birth Date:
Birth Place:
Death Date:
Death Place:

Mother's Maiden

Torres
MName:

\ Father's Sumame: Manuel

~

-

Nestaine Manuel
in the 1900 United States Federal Census

Mestaine Manuel
abt 1852

California

Narme:

Birth Date:
Birthplace:
Home in 1900:  Analy, Sonoma, California

Race: Indian (Nalive American)

Relation 1o Head of

Sister-in-law
House:

Household

Name Age
Members:

Tom Smith 57
Peter Manuel 16
Martin Manuel 22

MNestaine Manuel 48
Charlie Manuel 9

Manalita Manuel Fi

AN

\_ Henry Manuel 5 )

-

-
Parents

Tomas (Tintic) Comtechal
-1890

Tsupu
1815-1890

-

Spouse & Children

Nestaine Manuel
1852—

Martin Manuel
1879-1949

Peter Manuel
1884-1958

Charlie Manuel
1891-

Manualita Lita Manuel
1892-

chrg Manuel
1895~

Comchetal Manuel

BIRTH 1845

DEATH Sonoma County, CA
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Comtechal Manuel
brother of Tomas Comtechal Smith
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Tomas Comtechal Smith
son of CaPtain Stephen Smith & Maria ‘Tsupu’ Checka

Tomas Comtechal Smith, born: 18
APr 1858 Fort Ross, Sonoma Countg
California, died: 29 Jul 1934 E)odega Bay,
Sonoma County California, buried: The
Cemetery on Heron Hi”, E)odega Bay,
Sonoma County California, marriecﬁ

%q,T
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Ana]g:owns ip, So
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Sa”g Harvey, c ildren: Celestina 1869, [« p==]] s R G
Carrie 1871, married2: Emilg Stewart k& astopol e z
(daughter: Reinette 1881), married?: ARG EARABA O b5 ot BANTHYS,
Rosie Sheard, children: Robert 1880, [S ¢ -:*'.‘?_ 7 i T
Mary 1882, Laura 1886, Fred 1893 == 3 Vi
- . lew.
[ Tom Smith ARG A s e e
1900 United States Federal Census Valley Ford - 4%
Name: Tom Smith £ ..a 2 ‘; :;'w H.'.,,,,\_'ﬂ_
Birth Date: abt 1843 1838 Ranchol gﬂ*j} E f"c_;'f ﬁi“ 6, :
Birthplace: California bluchcrﬂb e | 1l 6‘-\
\_ | Homein1s0o: Analy, Sonoma, California ) U 5 -‘ -—{-,f-r:,: Sl )
-

~

Geo[;gaph = Analy Township lies in the south central Portion of Sonoma countg‘
It is bounded on the north bﬂ Portions of Redwood, Mendocino and Russian River
Townshipsy on the east bg Santa Rosa and Petaluma Townslﬂips, on the south bg
Marin County) and on the west bg Boclcga and Redwood Towns]*nips. It has no
streams Passing through it of any imPortance. The Estero Americano is a swell
stream ﬂowing near its southern bounclarg. The Laguna de Santa Rosa traverses
along its eastern side; Mark West creek skirts it on the north end; while Tusc]uaclero
creeé rises on the eastern slope of the hills in the northern part of the township)
and ﬂowingt]ﬁrou h its entire Iength debouches into Mark West creek. It is said that
the name of Ana@ was gjven to the townslﬁip b Jasper O'Farrell in honor of his
sister. The name is rather Prettg at any rate, anc:?we hope the storg Is true.

Topogaphy.~~ The topograp]wg of this township is as varied as that of any other
in the county, but the changes are not so striking and Prominent as in some others.
In the southern Portion of it the hills are not very I’lig]‘l or steep, and are mostlg all
under a high state of cultivation. the va”egs) such as Big and Blucher va”egs are
broad anclggertile. Farther to the northward the clividingg[ines run in the op osite
direction, from north to south. Of this Portion the western part of it is hil y and
even mountainous, while the eastern part is a vast level Plain. It is so level that the
\olcl Mexican grant was called "Llando de Santa Rosa" -- the "Plains of Santa Rosa.”
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f Parents

Tomas "Tintic"
Comtechal

Maria "Tsupu" Cheka

Tsupu

BIRTH 1815 « Petaluma, Sonoma, California
DEATH 1890

Tslpu

Nationality
1815-1890

100% Coast Miwok Native American

g Tom Smith

1900 United States Federal Census

~

Name: Tom Smith
Birth Date: abt 1843 1838
Birthplace: California Wi
Home in 1900: Analy, Sonoma , California
Race: Indian (Mative American)
Household  Name Age
Members: P—m———————
Tom Smith 57
ncphew Peter Manuel 16
ncpl':cw Martin Manuel 22
5is-|;e|~.in-|aw Nestaine Manuel 48
nepl'lcw Charlie Manuel
niece Manalita Manuel
L nephew Henry Manuel )
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