The Ranches of Bode Bay
Hollis Hitchcock - Little Buckhorn Ranch

/Ho“is Hitchcock born: 24 Oct 1822) Little Buckhorn Ranch, a 446-acre ranch

Vermont, died: 3 Jan 1896 San Francisco| ©" Coleman Va”ey Road, was part of the

Calhcornia, buried: Bloomfield original 55,000 acre ,Rancho Bodega
Land Grant from Mexico. Carved from

coastal Buckhorn Ranch, owned b;i

Cemeterg, Bloomﬁeld, Sonoma Countﬁ
California, married: Amelia Farnswort

1869 Quebec Canada (she was born: WSM Wri%ht,ELﬂ:tle Buckhom was fo

1847 Quebec Canada, died: 21 Jan 1899 sometime 1877 The first owner was

Compton. Quebec Canada. divorced:| 2 land man named Hollis Hitchcock. It is
’ ’ | likel

\1875)Pno children

the next owner was the North Coast
/ Paci%’c Railroad, using train tracks to haul
logs and goods to coastal boat landings and onto San Francisco. After the Railroad’s
short tenure, James Coleman became owner in the 1880's. When CaPtain Stephcn
Smith allowed settlers to live on his land and make it productive. He then helped them
get their Products to market on his ships that PliC(f the seas between Bocfega Port
and the growing San Francisco.

RANCHO BODEGA ENJOYED HARMONY .. UNTIL THE WAR IN 1847. Captain
Smith’s 1855 death and the remarriage of his wife Manuela to the scheminngler Curtis,
brought an end to harmony in Rancho Bodega, when Curtis evicted Captain Smith’s
“squatters” as Curtis called them. The December 1857 eviction lawsuit bg Tgler Curtis
named ﬁgtg~eight defendants, including Hollis Hitchcock and James Coleman, who
had built homes and ranches on Rancho Bodega lands. In March 1859, Curtis received
'udgment in his favor on the eviction action, but the settlers refused to move. Three
months laterthe “Bodega War” eru Ptcd where “narya shotwas ﬁred,” when Curtis tried
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to take the law into his own hands with a band of armed ruffians from San Francisco.
Curtis and his militia men were sent Packin but Curtis ultimate|9 Prevailed. In short
orcler, land Parcels were survegecl and sol . and the Patchwork quilt across Rancho
Boclega of individual ranches was started.

4 N

RANCHO BODEGA 1S CARVED INTO CATTLE RANCHES
and LOGGING OPERATIONS.

Wright was not named as a defendant in the eviction Proceedings because he bought
his%ancl from CaPt. Smith’s Estate. Winfield Scott Mullen Wright (“WSM” 1822-1892) was
a ‘“49er from Missouri, married in 1845 to Sarah Boone, grancldaughter of frontiersman
Daniel Boone. WSM and Sarah had two children, Sampson Boone and Olive Mahala.
After a year in California, WSM returned to Missouri and came back to settle in
California in 185% with his young Familg, his Parents and 400 head of cattle. First, he
Purchased his gamilg homestead further inland, named “Wright Ranch,” located at
Stony Point and Sebastopol Roads.

Then, c. 1857, WSM bought near|9 4,000 acres of coastal ranch lancl, stretching from
what we now know as Wright’s Beach to the Russian River. WSM called his coastal
ranch “Buckhorn.” A “buckhorn” is the horn of a deer, used tgpica”g to make knife
handles, small containers, or rifle sights. After his wife Sarah died. 1n 1859, WSM then
married a widow, Jarena Brown Clark.

A GAMBLING DEBT CREATES A GEM: LITTLE BUCKHORN RANCH. The 1877
Atlas shows Little Buckhorn Ranch was owned b9 Hollis Hitchcock. The story %oes

that WSM incurred a gambling debt to Hitchcock, one of Tglcr Curtis’ evicted settlers.
Hitchcock ~ 2



To pay off his debt WsM deeded 446 acres of Buckhorn Ranch to Hollis, crea’cingthe
“Little Buckhorn Ranch.”

Hollis Hitchcock was born in 1822, Probablg in Vermont, later moved to Quebec, and
then to California. Hollis came to Bodega at the age of 34 looking for Pasturage for
his cattle stock and became a signiﬁcant land investor.

Described in the 1892 Register as a short man at 5 4 14” and farmer from Freestone,
Hollis was known to be a tough businessman and stickler for co”ccting rent from his
tenants. Hitchcock married Amelia and divorced in 1875 leaving no children. By the
time of Hitchcock’s death in 1896, he owned aPProximatelg 20 ranches in the Bodega
area, plus more in Sonoma, Mendocino, Marin, Solano and Monterey Counties. Tﬁe
beneﬁiiaries of his estate were a brother, two sisters, and numerous nieces and
nel:)hews. Perhaps surPrisinglg, in his Will he showed his aPPrecia’cion forhis community
59 leaving $20,000 in trust for construction and imProvcment of the roads in the
Bodega Township. The gravesite of Hollis Hitchcock is an elaborate memorial set in
the beautiful Bloomfield Cemetery. -~ Robin Rudderow 2016

Hollis Hitc-l'icoclc’s home
4672 bodcf,a Highway
Bodcga, California ~ 1880s
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Hollis Hitchcock

in the 1870 United States Federal Census

Name: Hollis Hitchcock
Birth Year: abt 1828
Birthplace: Vermont
Home in 1870: Bodega, Sonoma, California
Occupation:  Live Stock Dealer & Farmer
Personal Estate 18000
Value:
Real Estate Value: 57400
Hh‘;:;‘:::’r's‘f Name Age
Hollis Hitchcock 42
Amelia Hitchcock 23
Henry Farnesworth 27
- J

\_ Mary Pool

Hollis Hitchcock

in the 1880 United States Federal Census

Hollis Hitchcock
Abt 1823

Mame:
Birth Date:
Birthplace: Vermont

Home in 1880: Bodega, Sonoma, California,

Divorced 1875

Vermont

Marital status:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Binhplace: Massachusetts
Occupation: Stock Raiser

Household

Name Age
Members:

Hollis Hitchcock 57
Fedora Pool 43

1[]/
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Hollis Hitchcock

Quebec, Canada Church Records

Name: Hollis Hitchcock
Event Type: Mariage (Marriage)
Marriage Date: 1869
Marriage Place: Compton, Québec
Place of W0t O Methodist Church
Religion: Methodist
Spouse: Amelia Farnsworth
- J

Hollis Hitchcock

San Francisco Funeral Home Records

Name: Hollis Hitchcock
Age at Death: 75

Birth Date: 1821

Canada
3 Jan 1896

San Francisco, California

Kremple & Halsted Funeral
Records

Birth Place:
Death Date:
Death Place:

Funeral Home:

Funeral Place: San Francisco, California

Hollis B. Hitchcock

BIRTH 24 OCT 1822 -+ Vermont
DEATH 03 JAN 1896 * San Francisco, California

Amelia Farnsworth

BIRTH 1847 - Quebec, Canada
DEATH 21 JANUARY 1899 - Compton Quebec
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THE KNG OF BODEGA

Hﬂlimire'nimhmkﬂ;uam
His Will and Is Sinking
Fast.

DIAGHOSIS ur_nm LANE.

Eccentricities of a Man Whose Vast
Fortune Will Be Divided Among
Many Relatives.

The exciusive story in Tae Carr yester-
day that Hollis Hitcheock, the eccentrie
milliongire of Calilornis, was_sick woto
desth at Dr. Lane’s hospital caosed &
great deal of talk among the tens of thou-
sanda wbo know him.

Throughout the Sonoma Valley the
name of Hitcheock Is good for loads of
gold, He owns thousands npon thousands
of tich land there, and the seat of his resi-
dence Is at Bodegn, where as the king of
Bodega he was master ol the finances.

Bat his domain extends to a vastly richer
region, and his lands and possezsions oth-
erwise appear on the taxlists of many
counties. In Sopoma be owns In many
banks—the one in Tomales, all ol thosa in
Petaluma, and in one in SBanta Rosa; how
many others nobody knows.

When it comes to talking of Monterey,
Fresno and other counties, the old
gentieman owns rolling acres in ibem,
reacting over many miles. It is bard to
tell just what he has gol. Even bis most
intimate friends scarcely know, snd his
real wealth, therefore, can only be guemed
at. It is big, however.

.

SAN FRANCISCO CALL, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 29, 1895,

ok

Asa Czar of Grizzly 1sland, in the Sac-
ramento River, where the landed financier
a few vears ago secured 3000 acres, he is
weli known in that part of the country.

The $1,000003 which he was at firsc
guoted 1o be worth is said to be much too
low a figure. If property was worth as
much now as It was four or flve years ago
in California he would be worth probably
25,000,000 or $6,000,000. As it is his estate
ghould epprodach $2,000,000 or $3,000,000, so
those who know him well aver.

“His Jand is worth more than §1,000,000,
o say nothing about his otber property,""
gaid one of Lis nelighbors yesterdav., ‘‘Be-
s:ides the land he has $75,000 or $100,000 in
thie Donabue Railroad and interests in the
Tomales. Petaluma and Santa Ross banks.
Xo doubt he has large areas of land and
other property also that I know noth-
ing of."

The ola gentleman, who Is now 75 years
old, bas neither wife nor children. After
he eame hers from Eastern Cansda in
1552, and hesd mude some money, be re-
turned home end bronght out a wile,
There wn= o disagreement after m few
years, however, and the wife went baclk
and hay since died. He never had any
children by this marriage.

Though he has no immediate beirs, how-
ever, he haz a host of nephews, nieces and
other relatuves in California and Canada,
Tt is said the number will reach thirty or
forty anyway, and these, or at least some
of ithem, it i= presumed, will fall beir to
his great patrimony.

The oid man has become convinced that
be canmot In all probability sorvive the
Bright's disease of the kidneys with which
be is aflicted. Accordingly his nephow
L. V. Hitcheoek, ex-District Attorney of
Tebama County, came down at his reqoest
jn reference to bis will, Tha wiil has since
been made and the designation of bis mil-
liona indicated.

Dr. L. C. Lane, at whose hospital om
Clay and Websier streets the old money
king now is, sald yesterday that the af-
flicted man eould not possibly met well.

“He may live 5 day or Two,”” e sald,
“and it is possible he may live longer, but
this kidney diseass iz fatal "’

It is said that seven or ¢ight relatives of
Hitsbheosk will, accerding to the will, gt
the fortune. Those who know him, how-
ever, anlicipate the pot nousual dissatis-
faction among otber relatives at such a
time, with the possibility of stroggles fora
portion of the proparty.

Hitcheock, who lald the foundation ol
his fortone by dilving beef-cattle to the
gold mines, bas lived an eccentric life for
many yeara. He would notspend a dollar
nnless thers was an absolute need of it

He acquired in the conrse of bis land ao-
comulations & large honss near Bodegs,
designated as a casile by bis neighbors,
sod bere [ui & Jung thae bhe lived aluae.

When he grew sick finally he was taken
to the family of his nepbew at Valley Ford,
not far away, and they cared for bim till
he was finally brooght to the City for
treatment.

Then bhe went to Dr. Lane’s hosvital.
Though having an Income of from §36,000
to $40,000 a year, he bewailed the expa-se,
and said the cost was to roin him.
Two amall tmm there, 'I'Tl;h the auxili-
arjes, cost B s each. e money
gaid it was too much, that hs mja“:'{
ptand it.

Az there was no fire in the room, and ay
onn was neoessary, ihe relatives moved
bim to two larger and better rooms, where
he coold have sofficient warmth and other
comforts. The relstives hsad to sssure
him, however, that hls new rooms did not
cost s much &s the others, in onrder to

on loans. In this way it issala many
1ﬂuﬂnm¢-hnmhhhu;ﬂ
session, |

The farmers who geve the mortgages

conld mot stem the tids of bux intarest and
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An Ungrateful Rascal

AN UxonrATEFUL RaSCAL.—A few daya since
a young man came {0 the residence ot flollis
Hiteheock, near Freestone, and asked permise
gion to stay oyer night, which was granted,
During the evening he told a very pitilul story
of mi:fortune and inadbility to secure work,
which tale cxcited Mr. Hitcheock’s compassion
80 much that he invited the stranzer to remain
\nt his bonse until the mills shounld open up,

when be would aseist him (o secure emplny-\
ment. The etravger grat-fully accepted the
offcr and everything went along emoothly for
several days. Thureday eveming Mr. Hitch-
cock, before retiring, placed the eum of 200
upon & table in the sitting room, and when he
arose in lhemuruing it was mizsing, tozether
with the stranger.  Mr. Hitcheoek is naturally
considerably cxasperated at such a return for
his kindness, and has, we unaersiand, offcred
a reward of fifty dollars for the arrest of the
guilty party.—Sania Rose Democrai, )

/San Francisco Call, Volume 79, Number 38, 7 January 1898\

SONOMA COUNTY  HEIRS,

Twenty Relatives of the Late
Hollis Hitchcock Enriched

by His Death.

Others Against Whom He Had a Griev-
ance Cut Off With Small

Sums Each.

SANTA ROSA, Carn., Jan. 6.—Hollis
Hitchcock, the late deceased millionaire,
hasg acted generously toward most of hisre-
latives. His will has not been filed yet, but
is expected here by to-rnorrow. From one
of the witnesses to the will it has been
ascertained that he directed that his es-
- tate, outside of a few specially named be-
quests, be equally divided among twenty
of his relatives, share and share alike.

To H. M. Le Baron, his nephew and
business agent, he left, in auddition to the
rezular pro rata, a sum of §20,000. He
seemed to have hud a grievance against a
few of his relatives, as he left them but
$100 each. To the Bodega Road District
he bequeathed $20,000. This latter gift is
to be placed in the hands of three men,
who will superintend the expending of
it; $2000 with the accumulated interest
will be spent each year until the whole
sum is used up.

Just what the estate will be worth is not
known. Atonétime it was worth a full
million of dollars. Land, which forms the
major portion of the dead man’s wealth,
has depreciated of late years, and proba-
bly $800,000 would come nearer the mark.
This would give each of the twenty heirs
about $40,000,

The executors are George McNear of
Petaluma, H. M. Le Baron of Valley Ford
\ and H. E. Lawrence of Petaluma.

Y,
Hitchco

/" San Francisco Call, Volume 78, Number 40, 8 January 189€

THE WILL OF HOLLIS HITCHCOCK.

Liberal in His Beguests.

SANTA ROSA, Cavr., Jan. 8 —The will
of Hollis Hitehcoek, dated December 13,
1865, was filed Liere to-day.

No appraisement has yet been made,
but the petition for the probate of the will
estimates the vulue of the property at
about $500,000,

The property of the estate is situated in
Sonoma, Solano, Monterev, Marin and
Mendocino counties, It s subdivided as
follows: Real estate, Sonoma $200,000,
Monterey $60,000, Solano $2,000, Marin
$15,000 and Mendocino $500). The personal

roperty is as foliows: Railread stock

75,000, bank stock $100,000 und personal
eflects $16,000.

The executors of the will are H. E. Law-
rence, George McNearand H, M. LeBuaron.

Twenty thounsand dollars is leftto Bo-
dega township and Tomales township. in
Marin County, for road improvenient.
This sum is to be expended at the rate of
$2000 & year till the legacy is used up.

All of the tenants of the deceased in
Sonoma and Marin counties are to be
given six months rent free.

H. M. leBaron of Valley Ford is left
$20,000 and a $0,000 bequeathme=nt is to be
held in trust by the executors for the bene-
fit of two sisters and one brother now
living. They areto receive a yearly stipend
of $500 eacia. At their death the residue
goes to the ciildren of deceased's sisters
and brotber and to the child of u sister
uow living.

Five hundred dolinrsisleft to each of his
numerous nephews and nieces, save the
children of his brother Benjamin, who are
cnt off with $1t0) esch.

The dead man declares he was never
married, but in case proof be shown that
lie nad a lawful wife or child, e dirccts
that they be given $25. ,

The executors are empowered to sell or
convey any or ill of the estate, if 80 de-
sired, without order of the court, and are
\_ 1o act without bonds. J
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