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Captain Stephen Smith’s 
Bodega Hotel - 1852

Captain Stephen Smith
son of Giles Smith & Ruth Howland

Captain Stephen Smith, born: 15 Dec 
1788 Dartmouth Massachusetts, died: 
18 Nov 1855 San Francisco California, 
married: Manuela Torres 1843 (she was 
born: 1828 Peru, died: 1871 San Francisco 
California, (children: Stephen Manuel 
1843, Manuelita 1848, Juana 1848, Ruth 
1860) Tomas 1838, William 1843 w/ Tsupu, 
James 1852

James Smith
1852-
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Captain Stephen Smith’s Adobe



Manuella Smith’s 
brother
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At Santa Cruz he took on lumber for the 
building of his mills. At San Francisco 
he took on James Hudspeth, Nathaniel 
Coombs, John Daubenbiss, (who later 
built a saw mill and a grist mill in Soquel, 
Santa Cruz) and Alexander Copeland.
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Will

19 Nov 1855
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Captain Stephen Smith’s Will - 7 Aug 1854
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Eleanor Smith
1st wife of Captain Stephen Smith

Giles Smith
1832-

four

Elvira Smith 1810, Stephen Henry Smith 1816, Ellen Smith 1819 
& Giles Smith 1832

Eleanor Smith, born: 1795 Maryland, 
died: 183? Maryland, married: Captain 
Stephen Smith 1810 Maryland, children: 
Elvira (Pond) 1810, Stephen Henry 1816, 
Ellen (Morison) 1819, Giles 1832
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Giles Smith
son of Captain Stephen Smith & Eleanor Smith
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Elvira (Smith) Pond
daughter of Captain Stephen Smith & Eleanor Smith

Rancho Blucher
by Inheritance

In 1854, Captain Stephen Smith 
granted in his will 1/2 league of land 
in the Rancho Blucher to each of 
his children with Eleanor; Elvira, 
Stephen Henry, Ellen & Giles.
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Stephen Henry Smith
son of Captain Stephen Smith & Eleanor Smith

Wharfi nger is a person who is the keeper 
or owner of a wharf. The wharfi nger is 
responsible for goods delivered to the wharf 
and is responsible for day-to-day activities 
including keeping tide tables and resolving 
disputes. The term is rarely used; today a 
wharfi nger is usually called a "harbormaster". 
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Ellen (Smith) Morison
daughter of Captain Stephen Smith & Eleanor Smith
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Samuel Adams Morison



Rancho Bodega & Rancho Blucher Land Records
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1858 Deed for Rancho Blucher
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Rancho Blucher
Jean Vioget to Captain Stephen Smith to Eleanor Smith’s children

Rancho Blucher

Rancho Bodega
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Rancho Blucher was a 26,759-acre Mexican 
land grant in present day Marin and 
Sonoma County, California given in 1844 
by Governor Manuel Micheltorena to Jean 
Jacques Vioget. The rancho is named for the 
Prussian fi eld marshal Gebhard Leberecht 
von Blücher. The grant extended along the 
coast from Estero Americano on the north 
and to Estero de San Antonio on the south.

Jean Jacques Vioget was a Swiss sailor 
and surveyor, who came to California in 
1837. He made the fi rst survey and map of 
Yerba Buena (which later was named San 
Francisco) in 1839. He worked for John 
Sutter. After applying to Governor Juan 
B. Alvarado for a tract of land in northern 
Marin, Vioget received a provisional grant 
in 1842. Governor Micheltorena awarded 
Vioget full rights to Rancho Blucher in 
1844. After his marriage to Maria Benarides 
de Vasques in 1847, Vioget sold Rancho 

Blucher to Captain Stephen Smith, grantee of Rancho Bodega directly to the north.

With the cession of California to the United States following the Mexican-American 
War, the 1848 Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo provided that the land grants would 
be honored. As required by the Land Act of 1851, a claim for Rancho Blucher 
was filed with the Public Land Commission in 1852, and the grant was patented to 
Stephen Smith in 1858.

When Captain Smith died in San Francisco in 1855, and he owned the six square league 
Rancho Blucher, and with his wife, Manuela Torres, the eight square league Rancho 
Bodega. Smith had three children (Stephen Manual Smith, Manuelita Garcia Smith and 
James B. Smith) by Manuela Torres. Smith had four children (Stephen Henry Smith, 
Giles Smith, Ellen Morison and Elvira Pond) by a former marriage to Eleanor Smith.
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Manuela Torres Smith Curtis
1828-1871
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 Manuela Torres Smith
wife of Captain Stephen Smith

Manuela Torres Smith, born:  1828 
Piura Peru, died: 25 Feb 1871 San 
Francisco, married1: Captain Stephen 
Smith 5 Mar 1843 Peru (he was born: 
15 Dec 1788 Dartmouth, Bristol County 
Massachusetts, died: 16 Nov 1855 San 
Francisco (at the home of James Bowman 
from England), buried: Lone Mountain 
Cemetery (cremated) children: Stephen 
Manuel 1843, Manuelita 1846, Jan 1848, 
Ruth 1850 James 1852) married2: Tyler 
Curtis 15 Dec 1856 Bodega Township, 
Sonoma County California, (he was 
born: 29 Jan 1832 Hanover, Virginia, 
died: 22 Apr 1875 New York City, New 
York) children: Mary Carter 1858, 
Theresa Parrish 1859, Josephine 
Amelia 1862, Maria Henrietta 1865

James Smith
1852-
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 1856 Marriage Contract: Tyler Curtis & Manuela Torres Smith
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James Smith
1852-
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Stephen Manuel Smith
1843-1924
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Stephen Manuel Smith
son of Captain Stephen Smith & Manuela Torres

Stephen Manuel Smith, born: Dec 1843 
Bodega, Sonoma County California, 
died: 13 Nov 1924 San Francisco 
California, buried: Cypress Lawn, 
Colma CA, married: Ada Patrick 1880 
San Francisco California (she was 
born: 1862, died: 1948 Lake County 
California, buried: Cypress Lawn, 
Colma CA) children: Ada 1881, Ella 1885
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Peru

Massachuetts

Peru
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Massachuetts
Peru
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Manuelita Smith English
daughter of Captain Stephen Smith & Manuela Torres

Manuelita Smith, born: 6 Jun 1846 
Bodega, Sonoma County California, 
died: 19 Apr 1942 Contra Costa County 
California, buried: Mountain View 
Cemetery, Oakland California, married: 
John English, children: Frederick 1872, 
Genevieve 1874, John Jr. 1876, Ada 
1878, Stephen Jr., 1886. Robert 1891
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Juana Jane Smith
daughter of Captain Stephen Smith & Manuela Torres

Jane Smith, born: 1848 Bodega, Sonoma 
County California, died: 9 May 1852 
Bodega, Sonoma County California, 
buried: Holy Cross Cemetery, Colma CA

James Smith
1852-
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Ruth Smith
daughter of Captain Stephen Smith & Manuela Torres

Ruth Smith, born: Jun 1850 Bodega, 
Sonoma County California, died: 29 May 
1851 Bodega, Sonoma County California, 
buried: Holy Cross Cemetery, Colma CA

James Smith
1852-
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James B. Smith
son of Captain Stephen Smith & Manuela Torres
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